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schung zweifellos und fur Reinbots gerechte einschatzung ist Vetters 

ausgabe die beste grundlage. 

Uber Reinbots lebensverhaltnisse und seine unmittelbare vermut- 

lich franzosische vorlage war nichts neues beizubringen. Nur kurz 

erortert Vetter die handschriftliche iiberlieferung, ausfiihrlicher und 

grundlicher die sprache des gedichtes und der handschriften (vgl. 

namentlich die anm. zu 125/6) und die metrik. Mit den grund- 

satzen seiner rechtschreibung (S. cxlix) bin ich einverstanden, bis auf 

die verdopplung der verschlusslaute // und //, die meines erachtens 

beizubehalten ist. Dass die gewaltsamen verkiirzungen der Lach- 

mannschen metrischen schreibweise aufgegeben sind, wird vielseitigen 

beifall finden. Der text beruht in der hauptsache auf der zuricher 

handschrift. Hier war ganz neues zu schaffen. V. d. Hagen hatte ja 

nur die oft fehlerhafte und verdorbene handschrift M. abgedruckt. 

Vetter stellt die urspriingliche sprachform des bayerischen gedichtes 

wieder her und macht an vielen stellen uberhaupt erst das verstand- 

niss des textes moglich. Trotzdem bleibt noch manche stelle zu bes- 

sern. 1 In den anmerkungen (S. 213-96) ist sorgfaltige text — und 

stilkritik geiibt und reichliche wort — und sacherklarung geboten. 

Man vermisst aber gerade der wertvollen anmerkungen halber 

einen index. , ir _, 

W. Golther. 

Rostock. 



Life in Early Britain, being an account of the early inhabi- 
tants of this island and the memorials which they have 
left behind them, by Bertram C. A. Windle, D.Sc, M.D., 

F.S.A with Maps, Plans, and Illustrations. David 

Nutt: London, 1897. Pp. xv, 244, 12 . 

Despite the formidable title this is not a heavy archaeological 
treatise, but a bright and attractive little volume made up of a series 
of somewhat elementary lectures delivered at Mason College, Birming- 
ham. The book is scarcely more than a compilation from the works 
of Evans, Dawkins, Gomme, Seebohm, Green, and others. Long 
quotations appear on pp. 14, 22, 23, 66, 67, 168-170, 192-195, 208. 
Original opinions are seldom ventured. Yet the author has been 
successful in bringing into small compass a considerable number of 
the most suggestive and important facts bearing upon the subject. 

1 Vgl. zur handschriftenfrage uberhaupt Behaghel, Litieraturblati 19, sp. 49/50. 
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There are eleven chapters. The first gives an introductory sketch ; 
the second and third discuss Palaeolithic and Neolithic man ; the 
fourth and fifth treat of the Bronze Period, and the sixth, seventh, 
and eighth, of the Roman occupation of Britain. The ninth chapter 
relates to the Saxon occupation ; the tenth deals with tribal and 
village communities ; and the concluding chapter is devoted to some 
traces of the first races of Britain. Then follow two appendices, 
giving a list of places in England illustrating objects described 
in the text, and a list of books. A double index completes the 
volume. 

Facing the title-page is a map of Early Britain, showing Roman 
roads and important places mentioned in the text; and scattered 
through the book are sixty-seven illustrations. These illustrations, 
for the most part, really illustrate the text, and in some cases, are 
better executed than in the books from which they are taken. But 
the cut of Kit's Coty House, p. 51, and of Stonehenge, p. 99, will 
hardly be recognized by readers who have seen the original monu- 
ments. The cut of the Roman gate at Lincoln, correctly presented 
by Wright, is reversed in Windle's book. 

As a whole the work is well done, but like most compilations it 
has not escaped some of the pitfalls that beset a writer who trenches 
upon another's domain. There is little unfavorable comment to be 
made upon the earlier chapters, for in them the author is content to 
take the opinions of his authorities. His discussion of the Roman 
remains in Britain is on the whole the best short popular account that 
has recently appeared. All of the facts relating to the excavations 
at Silchester and elsewhere have indeed been duly chronicled in the 
Archceologia and other publications, but these technical journals are 
inaccessible to the general reader. Now and then the author makes 
a minor slip. In speaking of the stations along the Roman Wall he 
says that they covered from five and a half to five and three-quarters 
of an acre. Three and a half acres would be nearer the size of some 
of the smaller stations. The smallest contained only three-quarters of 
an acre. On the same page (167) he remarks that there were 
seventeen or eighteen stations. This does not accord with the list 
in the Notitia Dignitatum or with the results of the excavations. 
' Borcovicus, now called Housesteads,' he describes as the most per- 
fect of the stations. The remains there are remarkably good, but 
those at Cilurnum (Chesters) are in some respects better. On the 
same page he says, ' At intervals of a mile were erected castella.' 
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The word Roman should be inserted before mile. On page 15 the 
author quotes in a footnote : 

' Caistor [Caister] was a city when Norwich was none, 
And Norwich was built with Caistor stone,' 

and adds that Caister was 'the Roman city of Venta Icenorum.' 
There is, however, little evidence that Caister was the original Venta 
Icenorum, and many of the best modern archaeologists discard the 
traditional view. 

Comparatively little of the book is given to the Old English 
period, and that little is apparently not based upon adequate study 
of the original sources. An Old English scholar would not say that 
' the first fortifications which they [the English invaders] constructed 
were called buhrs' [!], nor would he repeat the blunder a page or 
two later. The entire treatment of the Saxon occupation covers only 
sixteen pages, though space is found in them for eight illustrations. 

One of the most useful parts of the book is the confessedly imper- 
fect list of archaeological sites, arranged by counties (App. I.), but 
on what principle the author includes or excludes certain things does 
not appear. The Old English (Anglo-Saxon) chapel at Deerhurst 
is mentioned, but nothing is said of the church. The Saxon tower 
of Earl's Barton church is the most remarkable in England, but this 
is passed by without a word. A full score of notable Old English 
remains might easily be added to the list, such as the older portions 
of Beda's monastery at Jarrow, parts of the walls of Corfe Castle, 
the tower of St. Benet's at Cambridge, the tower of Trinity Church 
at Colchester, etc. Of a different type are such remains as the 
ancient fortifications about Castle Hill at Thetford and those about 
Castle Rising in Norfolk. But no mention is made of them. In fact, 
this entire list could easily and very advantageously be extended to 
twice its present size. 

The bibliography leaves something to be desired. The date of 
publication is in no case given, and the books are recommended as 
of apparently equal value. In citing archaeological books the date 
is far more important than the name of the publisher, which, by the 
way, is sometimes omitted from the list. Among the books not 
mentioned are Bruce's Roman Wall, which deserves to be named 
if some of the other books are included, and Traill's Social England, 
Vol. I., which for the class of readers here addressed is of some 
importance. 
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Most of the faults we have pointed out can easily be corrected in 
a second edition. 1 The book as a whole is a safe one to put into 
the hands of the beginner. If he never gets beyond it, the mistakes 
will do him little harm ; if he becomes an independent student of 
archaeology, he will be able to make his own corrections. 

Wkslevan Un.veks.tv, WlLLIAM E - MEAD - 

MlDDLETOWN, CONN. 



Editorial. 



Professor Camillo von Klenze, of the University of Chicago, has 
joined the Editorial Staff of the Journal. Contributions pertaining to 
the comparative study of literature will be received by him or by the 
Editor-in-chief. 

1 Typographical errors occur on pages 32, ioo, 156. 



